Reducing Water Usage in Your Home

While water conservation reminders may make some people roll their eyes at the dullness or the need for expensive purchases, conserving water can also be in the form of a fun and creative family activity. We need creative solutions to save our most valuable natural resource. For example, a reward system could be set up with family and friends as a motivator to practice conservation techniques. Creating strategies to improve water management in your home is a great way for you to make a difference. The frequency of (and need for) handwashing has increased substantially due to the COVID-19 crisis. According to the CDC, simply turning the tap off while lathering your hands with soap can save water from being wasted and can improve your water bill. The table below presents tips to use in each aspect of your home. 
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An average individual can save up to 25 gallons per day by using water-saving techniques indoors. Remember that every drop saved is a penny in the bank. Simply creating awareness of our water usage can make a significant impact on our environment.
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Tips and Ideas to Conserve Water in your House



Kitchen



Consider investing in a high-efficiency dishwasher when replacing your appliances.*



Compost instead of running the garbage disposal.



Save as much usable water as possible. Collect the water from rinsing fruits/vegetables to water your plants 
instead.



Run the dishwasher only when it is full.



Bathroom



If your faucets do not already have one, buy an aerator (an attachment that reduces the volume of water 
flowing).



If your toilet can support one, consider getting a tank bank which reduces the amount of water your toilet 
tank is using.



Check for leaks. One easy way to test if your toilet has water leaks is to add a drop of food coloring to to the 
toilet tank, wait 20 minutes, and if there is color in the bowl, there is a leak.



Consider buying a high-efficiency toilet when it is time to replace your older model.*



Clothing



Reduce the number of manufactured and processed goods you buy. For example, to manufacture a new 
pair of jeans, the process takes thousands of gallons of water. 



Run only full loads of laundry.



Consider investing in a high-efficiency washing machine.*



Outdoors



Avoid doing any irrigation or watering of your lawn when it is windy, as it leads to increased evaporation.



For farmers, inspect your irrigation systems for leaks or signs of runoff to make sure no agricultural water is 
being lost.



Sweep driveway instead of hosing it down.



* It is important that the appliance have a WaterSense label which means the product meets EPA specifications and saves on 
energy usage.  
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