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Landscapes3 Goals and Objectives

Goals: PRESERVE Objectives:

B Preserve a significant portion of Chester County

* Prioritize preservation of agricultural soils, wildlife habitat, water resources,
and public recreation opportunities.

e Support aregional approach to preservation that enhances the resiliency of
ecosystems

NOILVAHISIUd

S * Promote stewardship

* Promote the benefits of protecting and appropriately
managing open space

HLMOYS

— https://www.chescoplanning.org/L
andscapes3/0-Home.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/Landscapes3/0-Home.cfm

Landscapes3 Goals and Objectives

Goals:

NOILVAHISIUd

HLMOYS

PROTECT Objectives:

Guide development away from sensitive natural resources
Support comprehensive protection and restoration
Support municipal and regional natural resource protection efforts

Promote the environmental, aesthetic, and economic value of protecting and
restoring natural resources

Promote groundwater recharge, stormwater runoff and pollution reduction,
flood mitigation and resiliency, and water quality improvement and

protection

Ensure a safe, clean, long-term supply of water

https://www.chescoplanning.org/L

andscapes3/0-Home.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/Landscapes3/0-Home.cfm

Climate Action Plan

 Goal: 80% Reduction in GHG
emissions by 2050

e Actions for County Government and the greater
community

Greenhouse Gas Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Sequestration

Climate Change
Mitigation

https://www.chescoplanning.org/Environmental/ClimateAction.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/Environmental/ClimateAction.cfm

Climate Action Plan

Greenhouse Gas Sequestration  Climate Change Mitigation

e Protect and steward open space, e Support and promote planting
farmland, woodlands, wetlands, trees in urban settings
etc.
e Implement green stormwater
* Implement a “no net loss” tree infrastructure solutions
policy

e Putin place management policies
and plans to protect and manage
publicly owned forested lands



Environmental Services

Open space naturally protects property, filters drinking water, and cleans the air.

$97 million n $120 million

annual cost savings In carbon storage within the
through the provision of trees on protected open space
environmental services

o Water quality and supply provision — $47.6 million
* Flood mitigation — $18.3 million

« Wildlife habitat — $13.1 million

« Air pollution removal — $13.5 million

o Carbon sequestration — $4.6 million


https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/ROE.cfm

Environmental Services

Stormwater Management

Brandywine Creek Watershed

If all the protected open space in the
Brandywine Creek watershed were
developed, Chester County (mostly local
governments and individuals) would
have to pay:

« $263 million total capital costs
« $27 million in annual O&M costs

« $107 million in annual pollutant
removal costs


https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/ROE.cfm

County Resources

Conservation Subdivision Design Guide

https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/ConservationSubdivision/Introduction.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/municorner/conservationsubdivision/Definition.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/ConservationSubdivision/Introduction.cfm

County Resources

https //experlence arcgis. com/experlence/e0a917588a8742c38178dc820f9abe28/page/About/



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e0a917588a8742c38178dc820f9abe28/page/About/

County Resources

Open Space
Tracking

https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/PO
ST.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/POST.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/OpenSpace/POST.cfm

County Resources

Municipal Grants Webpage

https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniC
orner/GrantOpportunities.cfm



https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/GrantOpportunities.cfm

County Resources

Municipal Ordinance Inventories

e Open Space Tools and Policies

e Active Transportation

e Agriculture-friendly zoning (coming soon)
Solar power (in progress)

 Natural resource protection

Contact us to discuss the findings of your
municipality’s inventory! ccplanning@chesco.org


https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/af7fd3eb64de447abb16847ef39ae110/page/page_0/
https://www.chescoplanning.org/transportation/ati.cfm

Protecting
Natural Resources

Through Local Ordinances

January 19, 2023



Benefits of Natural Resource
Protection Standards

e Comprehensive resource protection
provides multiple layers of protection —
land, water, and biotic resources are
interrelated

e Centrally located ordinance standards
are easier to reference, enforce, and
amend

e Ordinance standards are one of many
protection mechanisms




Natural Resource Planning

e The first step to protection is understanding what resources you have!

e Natural Resource inventory and maps often included in
comprehensive plan

e Comprehensive plan goals and recommendations can guide
ordinance amendments

* Generally, most effective to group regulations together in the zoning
ordinance and subdivision and land development ordinance



Zoning vs Subdivision and

Land Development Regulations

e Zoning Ordinance (generally recommended)
- Offers broader protections

- Requires variance for relief/modifications

e Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance
- Applicable only under subdivision and land development

- Requirements can be waived during review process



Ordinance Essential
Considerations

* Ensure standards are measurable and
enforceable

e Establish specific maximum
disturbance limits

e Consider regional implementation

e Create standards for each individual
resource




Individual Natural Resources

Woodlands Wetlands Steep Slopes

Floodplains Riparian Buffers



County Natural Resource Inventory

Steep |Woodlands|Wetlands| Riparian | Flood- Total
Slopes Buffers | plains |Consistency
%k
Protected 34 41 40 40 55 29
Limited Protection 36 25 30 19 17 11
Not Protected 3 7 3 14 0 33




CCPC General Resources

* Check out CCPC’s Environment
information page!

e CCPC’s eTools offer specific natural
resource protection guides

e Model ordinance language can be found
in the Brandywine Creek Greenway
Strategic Action Plan



https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/Environmental.cfm
https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/AllTools.cfm
https://www.brandywine.org/sites/default/files/media/Strategic%20Action%20Plan%20Part%201.pdf

CCPC Vision Partnership Program

Cash Grant

County Consulting

Eligible Projects

Plans, ordinances, ordinance
amendments, planning studies that
advance Landscapes3

Plans, ordinances, ordinance
amendments, planning studies that
advance Landscapes3

Funding: Adopted Plans or
Ordinances

Maximum $50,000 (plus $10,000
per additional municipality for
multi-municipal plans)

Maximum $50,000 for contracts
(plus $10,000 per additional
municipality for multi-municipal
plans); maximum $5,000 project
cost for agreements

Funding: Accepted Planning
Studies

Maximum $30,000 (plus $5,000 per
additional municipality for multi-
municipal plans)

Maximum $30,000 for contracts
(plus $5,000 per additional
municipality for multi-municipal
plans); maximum $5,000 project
cost for agreements

Municipal Contribution

40% of project cost; a higher
municipal match can be provided
under application criteria

40% of project cost




Q&A

More information on the Vision Partnership Program can be found
at: https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/vpp.cfm

Kate Clark, AICP Rachael Griffith, AICP, PLA
Senior Community Planner Sustainability Director
kclark@chesco.org rgriffith@chesco.org


https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/vpp.cfm
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